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    23 September 2009
BTL partners to get over $700,000 funding boost
Several Illawarra and South Coast community organisations currently undertaking Business Treading Lightly programs have been successful in the latest funding round of the NSW’ Government’s Climate Change Fund.

Many local public facilities were successful in securing up to $40,000 for their energy and water saving initiatives.

Eurobodalla Shire

Dalmeny Bowling Club in the Eurobodalla received $40,000 for a number of water saving projects they are now looking forward to implementing. “We are absolutely thrilled to receive this grant funding! Installing rainwater tanks for the greens, dual flush toilets and low flow fittings will help us to greatly reduce our mains water use,” said Narooma Sports and Services Club CEO, Tony Casu.

Business Treading Lightly is a $2 million urban sustainability grant program which was awarded in July 2007 to the Southern Councils Group (SCG) from the State Government’s Environmental Trust.
The program is designed to help businesses recognise cost savings through more efficient use of water, electricity and waste, be innovative, become better environmental managers and address increasing community expectations. 
Mark Shorter, Business Treading Lightly’s Eurobodalla Sustainability Officer said; “It’s great to see so many local public facilities successful in securing grant funding and making the most of this opportunity. What is even better is the savings in water and energy that will result from these projects!”

The Batemans Bay Soldiers Club received $40,000 for an energy efficient lighting retrofit. “This will help us to dramatically reduce our greenhouse emissions and our power bills! It is part of a bigger project to reduce our environmental footprint and set a better example to the community,” said the Club CEO, Gary White.

Seventeen Business Treading Lightly partners in the Illawarra and South Coast were successful in winning the competitive grant.  

Shoalhaven

In the Shoalhaven, BTL Sustainability Officer Marianne Jones says a $40,000 grant for a heat reflective painted roof will ensure Shoalhaven Heads Bowling and Recreation Club’s air conditioning use is reduced in time for summer.
Nowra Bowling Club will change over from water- cooled to air- cooled woks to save many liters of water per day and Kangaroo Valley Bowling Club will use their grant for an efficient lighting refit.
“These businesses are working towards being a sustainable business through a Business Treading Lightly Action Plan and these grants will bring forward some of those plans,” said Marianne Jones. “The successful businesses are really excited. The fact that it was a competitive grant means that their plans and processes are valid and gives them confidence.”
“BTL have been key in getting us this grant. Without BTL we would not have applied.” said Stuart Christison, Secretary Manager of Nowra Bowling Club.

Illawarra Region

The Illawarra Retirement Trust (IRT), which provides aged care services in the region successfully applied for grants for 9 of its facilities in the region. 

“This is a long term journey and the grants offer a good kick start,” said the BTL Sustainability Officer working with IRT and other aged care facilities, Rebecca Bogie, “One of the payoffs is that it improves staff engagement and motivation. IRT are committed to this position and have recently employed their first sustainability manager.”
Bega

Merimbula RSL Club, Club Sapphire and the Pambula-Merimbula Golf Club will each receive funds to help reduce the amount of energy they use for lighting.

Kiama/Shellharbour
In the Kiama and Shellharbour area, Albion Park RSL Memorial Club was successful in gaining $33,323 in funding to install new energy efficient lighting and to paint its roof with heat reflecting paint. This is expected to save 100 tonnes of CO2 a year. Oak Flats Bowling and Recreation Club were granted $21,995 to install rainwater tanks to flush its new 4 star water efficient toilets and washing machines. With over 750 people visiting the club daily this is expected to save 2.5 million litres of water a year.

A total $725,855 of funding will enter the region which will fund annual savings of 13,100,000L
water, 1,164.7mW of electricity and 1,245.0 tonnes of carbon dioxide.
This equates to saving the successful applicants about $218,000 a year in utility bills, reducing water consumption by the equivalent of 5.25 Olympic sized swimming pools and taking 275 cars off the road. 
“The impact of these grants goes beyond the applicants,” said BTL Project Manager Simon Wallace- Pannell. “Local suppliers and installers will also benefit from these refits.”
Successful grant recipients included: 
	Nowra Bowling and Recreation Club

	Kangaroo Valley Bowling and Recreation Club

	Shoalhaven Heads Bowling and Recreation Club

	Batemans Bay Soldiers Club

	Bodalla Bowling and Recreation Club

	Pambula Merimbula Golf Club

	Malua Bay Bowling and Recreation Club

	Merimbula Imlay Bowling Club

	Merimbula RSL

	Moruya Bowling and Recreation Club

	Moruya Golf Club

	Narooma Golf club

	Narooma sporting and services club

	Catalina Country Club

	Albion Park RSL Memorial Club

	Oak Flats Bowling & Recreation Club

	Illawarra Retirement Trust (IRT)  - Batemans Bay

	IRT  - Culburra Beach

	IRT - Dalmeny

	IRT - Dapto

	IRT - Milton

	IRT - Port Kembla

	IRT - St Georges Basin

	IRT - Towradgi

	IRT - Wollongong

	

	


For more information about Business Treading Lightly, visit the website www.btl.net.au 
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