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Business Treading Lightly – Sustainable Solutions

Saving energy – it’s easy!
Sustainability has become a real mainstream issue. In an age of growing awareness of climate change and rising electricity costs it makes very good practical sense to be more sustainable. There are already lots of local businesses out there tackling these issues and doing some good work. In this column we hope to celebrate and share the successes of some of the sustainable actions being implemented by businesses in our community. 
Energy is a good place to start because it is often one of the more expensive running costs. The first place to start in saving energy is to do just that – SAVE energy. It won’t involve any costly new appliances or detailed cost-benefit analyses. It won’t involve calling in a sparkie to retrofit any fittings. Saving energy is easy. All it takes is a bit of thought and conscious effort to make a significant difference. 
Moruya Golf Club reduced their electricity consumption for December 2008 by over 20% compared to the same time last year. The savings made in greenhouse gases took the equivalent of 2 cars off the road. In the same month Catalina Country Club and Tomakin Sports and Social Club also reduced their electricity consumption compared to the same period last year. They took the equivalent of another 2 cars off the road. It’s also worth noting that December 2008 was typically a busier month than the previous year. The reduction in energy use was primarily a result of the conscious efforts made by those businesses.
So how did they do it? According to Moruya Golf GM Craig Clark “It’s just about being smarter with the way you use energy. We basically did a lot of simple things like switching off lights and air conditioners if they didn’t need to be on. We also tried to reduce the load on our air conditioner by doing things like pulling blinds closed to keep out the sun.” Changes in the way we do things are probably the easiest place to start to save energy. And what’s the best thing about it? The savings are free!
To SHARE or CREATE your own sustainable solution please contact Mark Shorter from Business Treading Lightly on 4474 1373 or mshorter@btl.net.au Business Treading Lightly is funded by the NSW Environmental Trust. It is a program of Eurobodalla Shire Council and the Southern Councils Group and works with NSW DECC. For more information about Business Treading Lightly, visit the website www.btl.net.au or contact Mark Shorter on 4474 1373 OR mshorter@btl.net.au
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